Fall Armyworm
On Soybean
Making Appearance
In Southern States

DR. DOUG JOHNSON

PRINCETON, KY.
eports from Extension
R Entomologists in Ten-
nessee and Arkansas
indicate that fall armyworm
(FAW) populations in soy-
bean are building up earlier
and in larger numbers than
normal. In Arkansas fields
are being treated for a com-
bination of FAWs and Corn earworm (CEW). In
Tennessee the populations do not appear to be
as widespread but some fields were in need of
treatment. We can have this combination of in-
sects in Kentucky soybeans. It is unusual, but
it does occasionally happen.

Likely places to check are late planted beans
and fields in which the canopy has never
closed. Historically, when this problem has oc-
curred it is usually found in the Purchase area
and the southern tier of counties in the Pen-
nyrile area. No problems have yet been reported
in Kentucky. Nevertheless, producers, consult-
ants and scouts should be scouting regularly
for these pests. They are in Kentucky; that is
not the question. The question remains as al-
ways; are populations large enough to warrant
a control? See the following article on late sea-
son soybean pests for thresholds and controls.
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